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Nader's Latest
Government OF, ﬁy,
For the Well-H. eeied
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STTONEDT

e "ZBy Davxd Hoffman’

’ agmnst defects in the Corvair, duj

Waamng‘-on Pm& Stasz Wrmr

Ralph ‘Nader;~ “who cmsaded

phmty in‘the Congress and dishon-
esty in Corporate America, has taken
aim on a new targst. ~

It is the Reaganites, portrayed by
Nader :'as". wealthy presidential
friends “remote from the realities of
life for most Americans” who look
out for the welfare of big corpora:
tions but treat the pocr w:th “mmd-

less neglect »

" ‘government by elizes. Even orga-
nized labor leaders are out; also gone | -

- “This is, unabashwly, a govern-
ment of the weslthy,” Nader con-
cludes in his intreduction to “Rea-
gen's Ruling Class,” a2 750-page beok
written by Nader activists Ronald
Brownstein and Nina Easston that

attempts to profile the top 100 of-‘

ficials of the admm.s:rahon
-- Tke Reagan
writes, “is foremost a homogenized

are the minorities, the poor, the el-
derly, consumers snd environmen-
tal.sts”' '

- -NEWS ANALYSIS

At a press conference yesterday to
promote the book's release, Nader
described the administration as a
government “of General Motors, by

" DuPont and for Ezxon,” run by peo-

4

ple “who view the federal govemn-

‘ment as an instrument for the pow-

erful and the wealthy, unaccountable
to the pubhc S

‘new book.

vy}nch created controversy and was
‘criticized for inaccuracies, Nader's

“regima,” Nader

THZ WASHTMGTON POST
31 AUSUST 1982

. The"tesult of a year's research
into the background, convictions and
decisions of the top 100 Reaganites,
the book, which was published by.
Nader’s: Presidential Accountability
Group-and will sell for §24.50, fol-
Jows a similar effort to profile mem-"
bers of Congress several years ago.
i Brownstein, 24, and Easton, 23,
said they conducted more than 500
inferviews over 12 months for the

Like the congressxonal study,

latest effort is certain to draw fire as
a one-sided view of an administra-
tion Nader finds the antithesis of his
GWn  pro-consuiner, antx-corporate
convxctlons. e M .

- 'Nader, the nation’s best-known
c,onsumer activist, saw many of his
proteges enter government during

_the Carter years and now beheves

' thelr work is bemg undone in th J
Reaganera.

"~ In their research, the Nadentes
found that, like President Reavanl
himself, many of the people brought
into his administration have made/
en ideological j Joumey to conserva-y
tism. They also found in the:
speeches and newspaper reports of
the past activities of -many Reagan
appointees comxeents they would be
unlikely to make today.

] md

~ prise Institute in 1972 “The iden-

- selves against, but what we have to !

. profiled by Brownstein and Easton,

. officials, none of whom agreed to :
* interviews for the book. Nader, in

- introduction to the book, put great:
- stress on the so-called “Kitchen Cab—

" For example, Defense’ Secretary

_ »Caspar W. Weinberger, once a lib-!
+ -eral San Francisco Republican,. told.

a seminar .at the. American Enter-

tification of a threat to security does
not automatically require an evpen-'
. diture in the defense budget to neu-
tralize it. . .. The defense budget, in
short, must be seen not only in
terms of what we must defend our-

defend. The more we take from the
common wealth for i its defense, the
smaller it becomes.”

Of the 100 administration ofﬁcrals

they said 98 were white, 95 were.
men and more than 30 percent were -
millionaires. Of the 100 officials, 57
consented to interviews, some con-.|
ducted with Nader. Some sessions !
_produced revealing moments, such :
as when CIA Directer William J. |
Casey was asked about his greatest i

_ triumph, and replied: “If I get out i

alive..., after you've been shot
down . .., I'd say the thrill 13 to be
still here

ut the volume suffers froxn a
lack of access to top White House i

his comments yesterday and in his'

inet” of Reagan’s friends.
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